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Section 180.
Emergency A ssents

1. Catastrophic Storms Assent

A. The Executive Diredor may grant an
Emergency Assent when catastrophic storms,
flooding, and/or erosion has occurred at a site
under Council jurisdiction, and where, if im-
med ate action is not taken, the existing conditions
may cause one or more of the following:

1) Immediatethreat to public hedth and safety;

2) Immediate and
environmental impacts;

significant adverse

These Emergency Asserts may permit only such
action at the sitethat will correct conditions (1) and
(2) above in amanner consistent with the policies
of the Program.

2. Imminent Peil Asent

A. The Chairman, Vice Chairman, or in their
absence the Executive Director, may grant an
Emergency Assent in circumstances where they
determinethat thereisimminent peril and where, if
immediate action is not taken, the existing
conditions may cause one or more of thefollowing:

(1) Bodily harm or athreat to public hedth;

(2) Significant adverse environmertal impacts;
or

(3) Significant economic loss to the State.

B. Thereasons for thesefindings shall be stated
on the record.

3. Post Hurricane and Storm Permitting
Procedures

A. It shall be the policy of the Cauncil to
establish emergency procedures for the issuance
of assents in the event of the following:

(1) A hurricane, severe starm or aher disaster
has caused severe and widespread damage in
portions of CRMC jurisdiction; and

(2) The Governar has submitted a formal
request to the President to declare areas within

CRMC jurisdiction amajor disaster area; and

(3) The Executive Diredor of the CRMC
determines the probable number of applications
for CRMC assents resulting directly from the
disagter will cause significant delays in the
orderly processing of assents and, theeby
impose an undue hardship on disagter victims
and other applicants; and

(4) The CRMC shall provide adequate public
notice of its decisons to impose emergency
procedures.

B. The Council encour agesother state agencies
and each coasta community to adopt emergency
permitting procedures equivalent to those of the
CRMC in order to speed appropriate
reconstr uction and minim zeadverseeconomic and
environmental impacts.

C. The Courcil shall inpose a temporay
moratorium to remain in effect for a maximum of
30 daysfromthe disaster declaration. The purpose
of the moratorium shall be to provide the Council
and affected coastal communities with adequate
time to assess damages determine changes in
natural features that may change vulnerability to
damage, and identifymitigation opportunities. The
temporary moratoriumshall apply tothefollowing:

(1) Applications for new alterations and
activities requiring Council Assent, which do not
resut fram the disaster.

(2) Recongtruction of all reddentia and
associat ed residential structur es, commercia and
recrestioral structures in both A-zone and
V-zone that were destroyed by 50% or mare by
storm induced flood, wave and wind damage.

D. During the moratorium, priority
consideration will be given to necessary and/or
emergency alterations, reconstruction, or
replacement of essertial public facilities, such as
roads, bridges, and public utilities. The Council
recogni zes that a major hurricane or athe storm
events may severdy damage o destroy
infrastructure and utilities such as roads, bridges,
water and sewer lineslocated inhighhazard areas.
When such damage occurs, it shall bethe policy of
the Courcil to require the review of ateration
recorstruction options which may lessen or
mitigatethe probability of futurerecurr ent damage.
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E. During the moratorium the Executive
Director of the Council shal solicit the
recommendations of the Rhode Idand Depart ment
of Environmental Management and the local
municipalities for the purchase of open space or
other mitigative responses in high damage areas
and make a policy decision about repermitting
according to best available options for hurricane
mitigation.

F. Proceduresand prioritiesfor addressing post
storm reconstruction applications after the
moratoriumare as follows:

1) Priority will be given to consderation of
applications for reconstruction of structures
which werephysically damaged o destroyed 50
percent or moreby storm-induced flooding, wave
or wind damage.

2) Applicantsfor repair or reconstructionin A,
B, or C flood zones as ddlineated in the FEMA
maps, may fdlow the procedures in Section
300. 14 Maintenance.

3) Finalpriority will begiventoany application
for new dter ationsand activities unrelated tothe
disaster.

4) If the Executive Director determines that a
large number of post-storm applications will be
received, and that the normal processing will
result in an undue burden or hardship to storm
victinms, and the Executive Director deter mines
there is no ove-riding programmatic policy of
goal to be served by holding a group of
applicatiors, then the Executive Director may, in
specific instances, waive the requiremerts of a
new Assent for structures physicaly destroyed
50 percent or moreby storm-induced flood, wave
and wind damage, and alow for Emegency
Permits to be issued.
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